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YOUR MONEY PLAYBOOK the sports issue

DESIGN YOUR $1 MILLION FUTURE: 
HOW WOULD YOU SPEND, SAVE, AND INVEST $1 MILLION? 

Play smart with your money  Just like 

athletes who spend recklessly on luxury items,

poor financial decisions can cost you big time.

Avoid unnecessary spending and stick to a solid

game plan to keep your money working for you.

Save for the off-season
Pro athletes often make huge
paychecks quickly, but that
doesn’t last forever. Start saving
now so you’re ready for the future,
no matter what comes next.

Choose your team wisely  Many pro athletes 

trust the wrong people with their money, leading to 

poor financial decisions. Make sure you surround   

           yourself with trusted, knowledgeable people 

            who have your best interests at heart.

            Have a game plan for the future  
                     Many athletes are unprepared for life 

                               after sports, lacking the skills or 

                                         experience for other careers. 

                                              Think beyond today, build 

                                                new skills, and plan for 

                                                  your next chapter.

                            Train for the long game  
                    Just like athletes train to stay on top, 

           building wealth takes time and discipline. 

       Many athletes spend too quickly and fail to save. 

Stay consistent with saving, spending wisely, and 

making smart financial moves for long-term success.

Think making millions means you’ll be set for life? Not so fast! The reality is that about 78% of 

pro athletes go broke within just three years of retirement. It’s not about how much money you 

make, but how well you manage it. Here’s how to keep your finances in winning shape:

Save & Invest (Future Goals, Retirement, Businesses):  $
Spend (House, Car, Clothes, Fun):  $
Give Back (Charity, Family, Community):  $
Education & Growth (College, Courses, Skills):  $
Emergency Fund (Unexpected Expenses, Injuries):  $



C
op

yrig
ht ©

 2025  |  C
reated

 b
y B

A
LA

N
C

E

Collecting sports memorabilia—like trading cards,

jerseys, and autographs—has exploded in popularity,

especially among teens. It can be fun to make money

while following your favorite teams and athletes.

But not everything is a slam-dunk investment.

Some items skyrocket in value, while others aren’t

worth much. Here’s what makes the difference:

n  Condition – Mint condition = higher value.

n  Authenticity – Certified items hold greater worth.

n  Player Popularity – Star athletes drive demand.

n  Rarity – Limited editions/game-worn items are worth more.

n  Market Trends – A player’s success can raise or drop prices fast.

Teen Collecting Success Story - At 16, Andrew Park sold a Giannis 

Antetokounmpo basketball card for a record-breaking $1.81 

million, turning his hobby into a multi-million dollar side business.

You don’t have to be a pro athlete 
to make sports your job. Many 

careers let you stay in the game 
and get paid doing what you love. 

TURNING A PASSION FOR 
SPORTS INTO 
A CAREER

With a net worth of $1.18 
billion, LeBron James has 
stayed grounded by focusing 
on long-term financial goals. 
He’s built a business empire 
that secures his financial 
future beyond basketball 
through smart investments 
in tech, entertainment, and 
sports. LeBron shows that 
success isn’t just about 
talent—it’s about making 
wise choices, planning,
and always thinking bigger 
than the game.

FROM BASKETS
TO BILLIONS:
LEBRON’S
FINANCIAL
GAME PLAN 

Sports Management 
Handle contracts, marketing, 

and team operations.

Salary Range: $50K – $120K+

Sports journalism 
Cover games, interview athletes, 

or start a podcast.

Salary Range: $40K – $90K+

Sports medicine 
Help athletes stay in peak condition 
as trainers, therapists, or doctors.

Salary Range: $50K – $200K+
(higher for doctors)

Coaching & training 
Teach athletes and develop 

winning teams.

Salary Range: $35K – $80K+
(higher for college and pro levels)

analytics & tech 
Use data to improve performance, scout 

talent, or enhance fan experiences.

Salary Range: $60K – $150K+

SCORING BIG WITH SPORTS

MEMORABILIA
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